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Calendar Year 2016 Charitable Bingo
Financial Highlights
Charitable bingo continues to play an important role in assisting many of Texas’ nonprofit organizations with
their charitable purposes.
In calendar year 2016, reported total gross receipts were over $761.5 million, a $4.7 million increase from
2015. Gross receipts have steadily increased in the past four years. Pull-tab sales have seen an increase in
sales every year since 2002 and account for approximately 54 percent of total gross receipts. Total prizes
reported paid to players were more than $579.7 million, the highest in the history of charitable bingo in Texas.
Charitable distributions saw a 5.8 percent increase over 2015 with licensed authorized organizations reporting
that they distributed $30.2 million for their charitable purposes; 1,001 charitable organizations in Texas
were issued annual or biannual licences to conduct charitable bingo in 2016. These nonprofit Texas charities
provide a multitude of services throughout the state that support local communities including, education,
scholarships, assisting needy children, the disabled, veterans, senior citizens, Meals on Wheels, Boys and Girls
Clubs, food banks, and job and disaster assistance.
Furthermore, during calendar year 2016, $19.1 million was deposited into the General Revenue Fund. An
additional $13.9 million was allocated to cities and counties that share in the prize fees collected.
On behalf of the Commissioners and the Charitable Bingo
Operations Division of the Texas Lottery Commission, we
want to thank all of the members of the charitable bingo
industry for making 2016 another great year.
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85th Legislative Update
The 85th Texas Legislative Regular
Session concluded Monday, May
29 th . There were four bills related
to charitable bingo which became law, specifically:
Senate Bill 549, by Senator Lois Kolkhorst, relating to
refunds of certain bingo licensing fees or registration fees.
This bill provides express authority to the Commission
to refund license and registration fees and allows the
Commission to retain a portion to defray administrative
costs. The bill is effective January 1, 2018.
House Bill 874, by Representative John Kuempel, relating
to a charitable raffle ticket awarded as a bingo prize. This
bill authorizes a licensed organization conducting bingo
to award as a bingo prize a ticket for a charitable raffle
conducted under Occupations Code Chapter 2002. The
bill was effective May 29, 2017.
House Bill 2578, by Representative Senfronia Thompson,
relating to the elimination of certain fees for licensure
and the disposition of certain fees collected by the
Commission under the Bingo Enabling Act. This bill

contains numerous provisions that include eliminating the
requirement for charities’ bingo license fees and worker
registration fees, requiring the local share of prize fees
currently allocated to counties and cities to be reduced on
a pro rata basis as necessary to retain amounts required
for the administration of bingo, and eliminating the prize
fee on prizes of $5 or less. The bill is effective September
1, 2017.
Senate Bill 2065, eliminates the unit manager license and
associated fee structure. The bill is effective September 1, 2017.
The CBOD will now undertake the task of implementing
the provisions of bills that have been enacted. As we go
through the process of complying with this legislation
there will be numerous required changes. There will also
be significant administrative rulemaking that will be a part
of this process, and as in the past, the CBOD will consult
with the Industry Stakeholder workgroup.
The CBOD fall statewide training will include an overview
on the newly enacted legislation. Stay tuned.

Transferring a “Grandfathered” Commercial
Lessor License
A commercial lessor license may be transferred to another individual or entity provided that the individual or entity meets
the requirements for licensure under Subchapter D of the Bingo Enabling Act (BEA) and the Texas Lottery Commission
approves the transfer. The BEA does not provide for “grandfathered” commercial lessor licenses, but it does grandfather
(exempt) some current licensees from some of the eligibility requirements in Subchapter D. These grandfather rights
are attached to the licensee, not the license, and they are not transferable. Therefore, while a grandfathered lessor
may transfer their license to another individual or entity, the transferee is not grandfathered from any of the eligibility
requirements.
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How To File the Rent Receipts Report: A Step-by-Step Guide
using the Bingo Service Portal
Note: Every Commercial Lessor, Association and Conductor/Lessor (that does not conduct bingo) must file a Rent
Receipts Report.
Start by performing an update for the Lessor that will allow the File Rent Receipts Report option to appear in the Bingo
Service Portal (BSP) for future report filing.
Lessor update steps:
Click Organization Information tab

Select the lessor’s name from the Organization Name column by clicking on it.

XYZ LESSOR

The File Rent Receipts Report is not located under the Quarterly Reports section.

Click on the License tab
Click Lessor

located on the Organization Information tab
under License Type.

File Rent Receipts Report will appear under the Quarterly Reports section located on the far left side of the screen.

Click File Rent Receipts Report.
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How To File the Rent Receipts Report: A Step-by-Step Guide
using the Bingo Service Portal (cont’d)
Enter rent receipts and save and submit the report.

What is Provisional Employment?
A provisional employee is an individual who has submitted a
worker registrant application to the Charitable Bingo Operations
Division (CBOD) (including payment prior to 9/1/2017) and
CBOD has acknowledged receipt of the application and
is employed by a licensed authorized organization as an
operator, manager, cashier, usher, caller, or salesperson
while awaiting the results of a background check by CBOD,
whether paid or not. A Bingo Chairperson or Bookkeeper is not
eligible for provisional employment and must be listed on the
Registry before they may begin working in their position(s). An
individual who wants to be a charitable bingo employee must
submit an application for Registry of Bingo Workers (FORMID
46). This form requires information relating to the employing,
licensed authorized organization for which the individual will
be working provisionally (Note: An Accounting Unit is not a
licensed authorized organization). An individual who has been
removed from the registry and has not subsequently been listed
on the registry may not be employed provisionally. Employees
working provisionally must wear a provisional employment
identification badge. This badge is available on our website.
Worker Registry applicants who are approved to be listed on
the Registry of Approved Bingo Workers will have a charitable
bingo worker badge mailed to her/him.
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A licensed authorized organization may employ an individual
who is not on the registry as an operator, manager, cashier,
usher, caller, or salesperson on a provisional basis if the
individual is awaiting the results of a background check by the
Commission. If the individual is a resident of Texas she/he will
be granted provisional employment for a period not to exceed
14 days from the date that the Commission receives and
accepts FORMID 46, and required fingerprints (if applicable).
If the individual is not a resident of Texas she/he will be
granted provisional employment for a period not to exceed
45 days from the date that the Commission receives and
accepts FORMID 46, and required fingerprints (if applicable).
After the provisional employment period ends, the individual
must immediately stop working. If an individual is working as
a charitable bingo employee and not listed on the approved
bingo worker registry, the Commission may take administrative
action against the individual and/or employing organization.
Please see sections 2001.313 and 2001.314 of the Bingo
Enabling Act and Section 402.402 of the Bingo Administrative
Rules for more information about provisional employment and
bingo workers.
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CBOD Website and Facebook Update
Welcome internet users and Facebook aficionados!
The NEW Charitable Bingo Operations Division (CBOD)
website (txbingo.org) and Facebook page (facebook.com/
TexasCharitableBingo) became live on Dec. 16, 2016
at noon.
A statistical summary of the CBOD website with details from
June 2016 (old website) and June 2017 (new website) are
provided in the table below for comparison. Information
was gathered from our website analyzer. The CBOD wants
to thank you, our patrons, for the uptick in site usage and
we trust that this is an indicator of approval for the new
website.

of the unprocessed form and administrative fees or fines
may be assessed.
The redesigned website may be viewed and used over a wide
range of multimedia devices. Our website is user–friendly
for smart phone, tablet and personal computer users and
is compatible with virtually every operating system. Whether
Microsoft Windows, Chrome OS, Android, Mac OS, iOS,
is preferred, our users will have the ease of accessibility
through Microsoft Edge, Google Chrome, Safari, Firefox,
Internet Explorer and other web browsers to include
Netscape Navigator.

When designing the new website, we condensed pages to
the necessary information that we felt our patrons searched
for and wanted. The number of “clicks” to reach that
information has been drastically reduced.
On the new website, we have updated every form required
by our bingo customers. A FORMID number now identifies
all forms. Usage of the new, current forms is required as
previous form versions are phased out and their use is
prohibited. Utilizing outdated forms will result in the return
JUNE 2016

JUNE 2017

Number of visits

9,352

19,995 (+114%)

First time visits

5,796

15,632 (+170%)

Files downloaded

35,703

366,477 (+926%)

Most visits date of month

21 - 415 visits

6 - 773 (+86%)

Most downloads date of month

2 - 11,648

21 - 22,407 (+92%)

Most downloads day of week

Tuesday - 10,239

Wednesday - 15,427 (+51%)

Most downloads time of day
Most popular download
Average time of visit
Averages obtained from figures
above
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3PM - 19,417
3PM - 32,825 (+69%)
Application for Registry of Bingo Application for Registry of Bingo
Workers FORMID 46 - 281
Workers FORMID 46 - 420 (+49%)
5 min
4 min (-20%)
1.61 visits
1.27 visits (-21%)
3.81 page views
3.42 page views (-10%)
27.5 downloads
18.32 downloads (-33%)
(cont’d on next page)

7

A Message from the Director

CBOD Website and Facebook Update (cont’d)
Our Facebook page presents articles of interest such as the positive impact of charitable bingo on your community.
Director’s Messages, legislation applicable to charitable Send us pictures, stories, and update us on your charity.
bingo, information regarding charitable deeds, news for and
So please, LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
about licensees and other topics and content.
And if you don’t already, FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
We want to share bingo related activities and charitable
works on our Facebook page. We want to know about the

Photo and Media Policy
The Charitable Bingo Operations Division (CBOD) has implemented a policy for our customers, to protect individuals’
privacy. When submitting photos or videos of events to be used on the CBOD website, Facebook page, Director’s
Message or any other electronic, digital, or print publications, a Permission and Release form must accompany the
submission. Please don’t consider this as a hardship. It is to protect your photo subjects in this digital age.
The Media General Release form may be found at the bottom of the Publications page on our website www.txbingo.org/
export/sites/bingo/About_Us/Publications/index.html, along with the considerations for the use of the form. It may
be emailed, faxed, or mailed and must accompany photo submissions. For subjects under 18 years of age, a parent or
guardian must sign a Permission and Release Form.
The form IS required when an individual or group of individuals is/are the subject of a photograph, image, or recording
and is/are easily identifiable. A Permission and Release form IS NOT required if the photograph, image or recording is
made at a public place or event (open to the public or not) where signage is posted indicating recording/photography
will be taken and used publicly, or if the individual(s) in the photograph, image, or recording is/are not easily identifiable
(i.e. faces are obscured, out of focus or not visible).
CBOD greatly appreciates the use of the pictures shared with us by our licensees and the general public and we ask for
your compliance with this policy so that we may continue to share your events.

A Notice to Religious Schools
Oxford Dictionaries (Oxford University Press) defines a A school may qualify as a religious society if that school is
school as an institute for educating children; any institute a seminary school, a school of theology or another school
at which instruction is given in a particular discipline.
organized primarily to teach and educate on religion. If the
primary purpose of a school is to educate children and/
Chapter 2001 of the Texas Occupations Code, known as
or adults as a public or private school in accordance with
the Bingo Enabling Act (BEA), defines a religious society
the Texas Education Agency or other reputable, education
as a church, synagogue, or other organization organized
certification board, association or group and all applicable
primarily for religious purposes.
state and federal laws, then your school may qualify as a
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A Notice to Religious Schools (cont’d)
fraternal organization for the purposes of charitable bingo.
The name of a school or a school’s affiliation with a religion,
church, temple or other place of worship will not affect a
school’s classification as a fraternal organization. For
instance, a private school organized to educate children
from kindergarten through the 12th grade and award a high
school diploma will be considered a fraternal organization.
This holds true even if the name of that school is St.
William’s Catholic School and it is connected to and shares
a wall with St. William’s First Catholic Church of Frognot.
If there were a St. William’s Catholic School of Theology,
organized to educate potential clergy students on the study
of the nature of God and religious belief for the purposes of
graduating/ordaining ministers, then this school would be
considered a religious society for the purposes of charitable
bingo.
The Education and Training Section (E&T) of the Charitable
Bingo Operations Division is available to assist schools
with understanding their classification and the application
process for eligible authorized organizations. E&T may be
reached at 1-800-BINGO-77 and bingo.services@lottery.
state.tx.us.
Qualifications for a fraternal organization, as listed in
Section 402.420 of the Bingo Administrative Rules, are as
follows:
• Must be an Unincorporated Association or Corporation.
• Must be organized to perform and engage in charitable
work.
• Must hold a valid 501(c) exemption through the
Internal Revenue Service for at least three years.
• May not distribute any income to members, officers,
or governing body except as reasonable compensation.
• Must have been organized in Texas for at least three
years.
• Must have a bona fide membership.
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• Membership actively and continuously engaged in
furthering its authorized purposes for the past three
years.
• May not authorize or support a public office candidate.
• Must demonstrate significant progress toward the
accomplishment of the organization’s purposes during
the 12 months preceding the date of application.
• May appoint only the organization’s members to serve
as operators.
• Must ensure that none of the organization’s officers,
directors and operators have been convicted in any
jurisdiction of a gambling or gambling-related offense;
and, have not been convicted of a criminal fraud
offense, with the exception of a criminal fraud offense
that is a Class C misdemeanor.
• Section 2001.102 License Application Requirements.
Qualifications for a religious society, as listed in Section
402.420 of the Bingo Administrative Rules, are as follows:
• Must be organized primarily for religious purposes.
• Must have been organized in Texas for at least three
years.
• Must demonstrate that the organization has made
significant progress toward the accomplishment of its
purposes during the 12 months preceding the date of
application.
• Must appoint only the organization’s members to serve
as operators for the organization.
• Must ensure that none of the organization’s officers,
directors and operators have been convicted in any
jurisdiction of a gambling or gambling-related offense;
and, have not been convicted of a criminal fraud
offense, with the exception of a criminal fraud offense
that is a Class C misdemeanor.
• Section 2001.102 License Application Requirements.
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Are You Following the Bingo Rules?
Often, when speaking about an issue with a designated
agent, chairperson, or another individual associated with
the licensed organization, Charitable Bingo Operations
Division (CBOD) commonly hear “I did not know,” or “I
didn’t realize.” CBOD hears these phrases when individuals
are unaware of required actions or responsibilities, or
when they have performed an act that violates the Bingo
Enabling Act (BEA) or Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules
(Rules). Nonetheless, all licensees and registered workers
are responsible for knowing and complying with the BEA
and Rules. CBOD strongly encourages licensees, registered
workers, applicants and anyone associated with charitable
bingo to read the BEA and Rules. Below are violation
examples:

units comply with this requirement. This form, or another
document that provides the required information, will be
one of the records requested for bingo audits and reviews.
Download the form now and maintain it in your records to
ensure that your unit is in compliance with this rule.

Trash Can Bingo
CBOD is aware of a new bingo game that may go by many
names, but is most commonly referred to as Trash Can
Bingo. This game is played with discarded bingo paper
retrieved from trash bins. The players utilize the used bingo
paper by daubing it with a color that is different from the
original dauber color that was used on the paper. There is
no charge to play the game as bingo paper cannot be sold
more than once. Unfortunately, this game is not allowable.
Bingo Occasion – Operator on Duty Log
BEA Section 2001.413 prohibits offering or providing a
Units must maintain the Bingo Occasion - Operator on Duty person the opportunity to play bingo without charge. Please,
Log. Rule 402.203(h)(4) requires each unit to maintain CEASE PLAYING THIS GAME!
a log for each bingo occasion indicating the date of the
Contact the Charitable Bingo Operations Division’s
occasion, licensed authorized organization conducting the
Education and Training Section for clarity of rules and
bingo occasion and operator on duty. A Bingo Occasion required reporting.
Operator on Duty Log form (FORMID 87) has been created
and is available on our website (www.txbingo.org) to help

Charitable Bingo 2017 1st Quarter Statistics
Charitable Bingo 2017 1st Quarter Prize Fees and Allocations
Bingo prize fees collected during the first quarter of calendar year 2017 totaled $7,422,922, which is a decrease of
$185,146 or 2.4 percent in comparison to the first quarter of calendar year 2016. Similarly, prize fee allocations to
government decreased $182,850 or 2.4 percent in comparison to the first quarter of calendar year 2016.
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Charitable Bingo 2017 1st Quarter Statistics (cont’d)
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Charitable Bingo 2017 1st Quarter Gross Receipts and Charitable Distributions
First quarter of calendar year 2017 reporting shows gross receipts totaled $198,698,406, which is a decrease of $4,341,146
or 2.1 percent in comparison to the first quarter of 2016. Prizes awarded and total expenses decreased in comparison
to the first quarter of 2016 while reported charitable distributions of $6,907,180 decreased $145,561 or 2.1 percent in
comparison to the first quarter of 2016.
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Amending A Quarterly Report In The Bingo Service Portal
After logging into the Bingo Service Portal (BSP), take the following steps to properly amend your bingo quarterly report.
Click Organization Information tab

Highlight the organization’s name in the Organization Name field that is Filing Quarterly Report.

Under the Quarterly Reports section, click File Quarterly Reports.
Original and Amended Report

Make all necessary adjustments to your quarterly report and save and submit it with any applicable payment.
The quarterly report will reflect the Type of Report as Amended.

NOTE: The only time Type of Report will reflect Amended is when the organization has already filed an orignial quarterly report.

Playing Bingo: Helping Your Community!
What motivates people to give? Charities have been grappling with that question for years. Playing bingo is one way you can
give back and win! Bingo related charitable donations help those around your community and can include those organizations
that offer relief for the poor, distressed or underserved, and those with religious, educational or scientific affiliations.
Some charitable organizations are engaged in the creation and management of monuments, buildings or facilities. Many
charities work to enhance society by offering social services, lessening government burdens and combating community
deterioration. The defense of public safety, children, animals, civil rights and the elimination of prejudice and discrimination
are some other social centric activities that charities providing services, resources, education, training and information to
people who are in need of support. It brings together people from different lifestyles in hopes of winning the top prize.
Organizations that make a difference are spotlighted below and if you would like to be featured in the next message send in
your organization’s story with photographs. Giving back and having fun is all part of charitable bingo, but most importantly, you
could walk away a winner! All you have to do is match all the correct numbers, hope you are the only winner, and shout “BINGO!”
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Playing Bingo: Helping Your Community! (cont’d)
Jackpot Bingo donated the use of their hall to the men and
women taking their Civil Service Exam for the Duncanville
Police and Fire Departments. (Right)

The charities at Jackpot Bingo, Bingo Bills, Arizona
Charlies and Betcha Bingo came together to give the
residents at Brookdale Senior Home in Ennis a great
Easter Party with amazing designer baskets plus a
delicious cookout. A special thanks to Kelli McMullen
with the Everman Jaycees, Barbara Johnson with
Flaming Arrow 11, Constable Glen Stone with Mohawk
Tribe 3 and Linda McMullen with Bluebonnet Civitan
Club plus all the others with Skyeward Bound Ranch and
Deck the Door that helped these lovely ladies have an
unforgettable Easter celebration. Great job everyone.
Their smiles tell your story. (Below)
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Playing Bingo: Helping Your Community! (cont’d)

The charities at Bingo Bill’s in Dallas, donated toys to Fire Station 54 for a big group effort at Christmas.
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