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Guidelines for Current Licensees and Registered Bingo Workers, and License and Bingo 

Worker Registry Applicants, with Criminal Convictions 
 
Pursuant to §53.025 and §2001.0541 of the Texas Occupations Code, and §402.702(l) of the 
Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules, the Charitable Bingo Operations Director hereby issues 
these guidelines regarding the consequences of a licensee’s, registered bingo worker’s, or 
applicant’s criminal conviction(s).  These guidelines list the factors used by the Charitable Bingo 
Operations Division (CBOD) to determine whether a criminal conviction should result in a 
revocation or suspension of a license or listing on the bingo worker registry, or the denial of a 
license or registry application. These guidelines also describe the reasons why particular crimes 
relate to bingo related licenses and listing on the bingo worker registry, and provide examples of 
crimes that do not relate to bingo related licenses and listing on the bingo worker registry.   
 
These guidelines are intended to supplement the CBOD’s rules regarding disqualifying 
convictions, which are found at 16 Tex. Admin. Code §402.702.  In the event of a conflict 
between those rules and these guidelines, the rules shall control. 
 
As a general rule, a criminal conviction that is less than 10 years old and that is for a crime that 
directly relates to a license or listing on the bingo worker registry will generally result in a 
revocation of a license or listing on the registry, or a denial of an application for a license or 
listing on the registry.  A criminal conviction that is less than 5 years old and that is for a crime 
that does not directly relate to a license or listing on the bingo worker registry may result in a 
revocation or denial.  Conversely, a criminal conviction that is more than 10 years old will 
generally not result in a revocation of a license or listing on the registry, or a denial of an 
application for a license or listing on the registry, while a criminal conviction that is more than 5 
years old and that is for a crime that does not directly relate to a license or listing on the bingo 
worker registry will generally not result in a revocation or denial.  However, the CBOD may 
diverge from this general rule if warranted by the general factors discussed below or the facts of 
a particular case (including whether the individual has multiple convictions).   
 
Notwithstanding the general rule discussed above, an individual convicted of criminal fraud, 
gambling, or a gambling-related offense is ineligible for a license or listing on the bingo worker 
registry.  Similarly, an entity is ineligible for a license if an officer or director of the entity has 
been convicted of criminal fraud, gambling, or a gambling-related offense.  An individual 
receiving deferred adjudication for criminal fraud, gambling, or a gambling-related offense will 
be reviewed in accordance with Chapter 53 of the Texas Occupations Code, to the extent that 
Chapter is applicable.   
 
An individual receiving deferred adjudication for criminal fraud, gambling or a gambling-related 
offense, or an offense listed in Article 62.001(5) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, may be 
considered to have been convicted of the offense, for purposes of applying Chapter 53 of the 
Texas Occupations Code, if the individual may pose a continued threat to public safety or if 
granting the individual a license or listing on the bingo worker registry would create a situation  



 
in which the individual has an opportunity to repeat the crime.  An individual receiving deferred 
adjudication for any other offense may be considered to have been convicted of the offense, for 
purposes of applying Chapter 53 of the Texas Occupations Code, if:  
 
 (1) the individual has not completed the period of supervision of the court or other court 
 appointed officer OR the individual completed the period of supervision less than five 
 years before the date the individual applied for the license or listing on the registry; and   
 
 (2) the individual may pose a continued threat to public safety or if granting the 
 individual a license or listing on the bingo worker registry would create a situation in 
 which the individual has an opportunity to repeat the crime.   
 
A conviction or deferred adjudication for a Class C misdemeanor (other than a gambling or 
gambling-related offense), traffic offense, or other similar offense will not result in the 
revocation or suspension of a license or listing on the bingo worker registry, or the denial of an 
application for a license or listing on the bingo worker registry. 
  
General Factors: 
 
When determining whether a criminal conviction should result in a revocation or suspension of a 
license or listing on the bingo worker registry, or the denial of a license or registry application, 
the CBOD may consider: 
 
 (1) The nature and seriousness of the crime(s); 
 (2) Whether the crime(s) relate to the license or registry listing; 

(3) The extent to which a license or registry listing may offer an opportunity to engage in 
the same type of crime(s) being reviewed; 
(4) How the crime(s) will affect the individual’s ability, capacity, or fitness to perform 
the duties and responsibilities associated with the license or registry listing; 
(5) The extent of the individual’s past criminal activity; 
(6) The age at which the individual committed the crime(s); 
(7) The amount of time that has elapsed since the individual’s last criminal conviction; 
(8) The conduct and work activity of the individual before and after the criminal activity; 
(9) Evidence of the individual’s rehabilitation; 
(10) The absence of any criminal or administrative violations while licensed or listed on 
the registry; 
(11) The individual’s veteran’s status, including military service discharge status; 
(12) Whether the individual received deferred adjudication instead of a guilty verdict; 
(13) Probation/community supervision conditions or restrictions placed on an individual; 
and 
(14) Recommendations from law enforcement or other community leaders. 

 
 
 

 



 
Crimes That Directly Relate to Licenses and Listing on the Bingo Worker Registry: 
 
These guidelines reflect the most common categories of crimes, and their relation to a license or 
listing on the bingo worker registry.  However, the categories listed below are not an exclusive 
list, and the CBOD may consider crimes not listed herein as warranted by the specific 
circumstances of the criminal activity.  Furthermore, multiple convictions of any crimes will be 
reviewed as they may reflect a pattern of behavior that renders the individual unfit for a license 
or listing on the bingo worker registry. 
 

Gambling and Gambling-Related Offenses (e.g. Chapter 47 and §71.02(a)(2) of the Penal 
Code): 

 
Reasons: Charitable bingo is a heavily regulated gambling industry, and those involved in 
the industry must have knowledge of and respect for the state’s laws pertaining to 
gambling.  An individual with a gambling or gambling-related offense has failed to meet 
that standard, and may lack the fitness to properly perform the duties and honestly 
discharge the responsibilities associated with a bingo related license or listing on the 
bingo worker registry.  Furthermore, an individual with the predisposition for, and 
experience in, gambling would have the opportunity to engage in further similar conduct 
if granted a license or listing on the bingo worker registry.   

  
Crimes Against Property (e.g. Theft and Burglary): 

 
Reasons:  Charitable bingo is primarily a cash-based business, and those associated with 
the business may have easy access to cash or other unattended property belonging to a 
bingo conductor, other licensee, or a bingo patron.  Thus, an individual involved in 
charitable bingo must have respect for the property of others. An individual convicted of 
a crime against property has failed to meet that standard, and may lack the fitness to 
properly perform the duties and honestly discharge the responsibilities associated with a 
bingo related license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  Furthermore, an individual 
with the predisposition and experience in committing crimes against property would have 
the opportunity to engage in further similar conduct if granted a license or listing on the 
bingo worker registry.   
 
Computer Crimes (e.g. Chapter 33 of the Penal Code): 
 
Reasons:  Many charitable bingo licensees rely heavily on computer systems to conduct 
their bingo-related operations,	   and those involved in charitable bingo must have 
knowledge of and respect for the state’s laws pertaining to computers.  An individual 
convicted of a computer crime has failed to meet that standard, and may lack the fitness 
to properly perform the duties and honestly discharge the responsibilities associated with 
a bingo related license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  Furthermore, an individual 
with the predisposition and experience in committing computer crimes would have the 
opportunity to engage in further similar conduct if granted a license or listing on the 
bingo worker registry. 



 
Money Laundering (e.g. Chapter 34 of the Penal Code): 
 
Reasons:  Historically, gambling operations have been used to launder money in violation 
of the law.  Thus, an individual involved in charitable bingo must have knowledge of and 
respect for the state’s laws pertaining to money laundering.  An individual convicted of a 
money laundering offense has failed to meet that standard, and may lack the fitness to 
properly perform the duties and honestly discharge the responsibilities associated with a 
bingo related license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  Furthermore, an individual 
with the predisposition and experience in committing a money laundering offense would 
have the opportunity to engage in further similar conduct if granted a license or listing on 
the bingo worker registry 
 
Bribery and Corrupt Influence (e.g. Chapter 36 of the Penal Code): 
 
Reasons: The proper operation of charitable bingo depends in part on oversight of the 
bingo industry by the state’s regulators and law enforcement.  Any attempt to bribe or 
corrupt these officials in their oversight responsibilities would undermine the charitable 
bingo industry.  Thus, an individual involved in charitable bingo must have knowledge of 
and respect for the state’s laws pertaining to bribery and corrupt influence.  An individual 
convicted of bribery or corrupt influence has failed to meet that standard, and may lack 
the fitness to properly perform the duties and honestly discharge the responsibilities 
associated with a bingo related license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  
Furthermore, an individual with the predisposition and experience in committing bribery 
or corrupt influence would have the opportunity to engage in further similar conduct if 
granted a license or listing on the bingo worker registry.   
 
Perjury and Other Falsification (e.g. Chapter 37 of the Penal Code): 
 
Reasons:  The state’s regulation of charitable bingo depends in part on the accuracy of 
information provided by licensees, workers, and applicants.  Thus, professional character 
is required for licensees and registered bingo workers, and those working in the charitable 
bingo industry should be honest, accountable, trustworthy, and reliable.  An individual 
convicted of perjury or other falsification crimes has failed to meet that standard, and 
may lack the fitness to properly perform the duties and honestly discharge the 
responsibilities associated with a bingo related license or listing on the bingo worker 
registry.  Furthermore, an individual with the predisposition and experience in 
committing perjury or other falsification crimes would have the opportunity to engage in 
further similar conduct if granted a license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Organized Crime (e.g. Chapter 71 of the Penal Code): 
 
Reasons:  Historically, gambling operations have been susceptible to infiltration or 
corruption by organized crime elements.  Any such infiltration or corruption undermines 
the integrity of charitable bingo.  Therefore, individuals involved in charitable bingo must 
not have any connection with organized crime.  An individual convicted for organized 
crime obviously has such a connection, and may lack the fitness to properly perform the 
duties and honestly discharge the responsibilities associated with a bingo related license 
or listing on the bingo worker registry.  Furthermore, an individual with the 
predisposition and experience in organized crime would have the opportunity to engage 
in further similar conduct if granted a license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  
 
Fraud (e.g. Chapters 32, 35, and 35A of the Penal Code): 
 
Reasons:  While charitable bingo is heavily regulated by the state, the integrity of the 
bingo industry still heavily depends on the professional character of its licensees and 
registered bingo workers.  Those working in the charitable bingo industry should be 
honest, accountable, trustworthy, and reliable.  An individual convicted of criminal fraud 
has failed to meet that standard, and may lack the fitness to properly perform the duties 
and honestly discharge the responsibilities associated with a bingo related license or 
listing on the bingo worker registry.  Furthermore, an individual with the predisposition 
and experience in committing criminal fraud would have the opportunity to engage in 
further similar conduct if granted a license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  
 
Crimes Against Persons (e.g. homicide, assault, sexual offenses): 
 
Reasons:  As with any gambling industry, charitable bingo involves the winning and 
losing of money.  That element of the bingo industry affects its patrons’ emotions and 
creates potentially confrontational situations.  Therefore, because individuals working in 
charitable bingo have direct contact with bingo patrons, children, and other 
licensees/registered workers, those individuals should not have a predisposition for 
violence, improperly reacting to emotional situations, or preying on others.  An 
individual convicted of crimes against persons has failed to meet that standard, and may 
lack the fitness to properly perform the duties and honestly discharge the responsibilities 
associated with a bingo related license or listing on the bingo worker registry.  
Furthermore, an individual with the predisposition and experience in crimes against 
persons would have the opportunity to engage in further similar conduct if granted a 
license or listing on the bingo worker registry. 

 
 
Examples of Crimes	   That Do Not Directly Relate to Licenses and Listing on the Bingo 
Worker Registry: 
 
 (1) Misdemeanor Driving While Intoxicated Offense; 
 (2) Misdemeanor Drug Possession Offense (without intent to distribute).      


